
» *
/

CREW lOLD AND PLUM
) FOB MAYOR GRANT.
i

Gay Garnishings of the Erstwhile
Sombre and Tanlike Office of the

City's Chief Magistrate.

LIKE A MARRIAGE CHAMBER.

What a Gay and Seductive Altar to Hymen
It Will Make for Country Cousins

and Mulberry Bend!

While Mayor Grant has been away bravely bearing
the horrors and hardships of a private tourist car

with a kitchen at one end, a loaded icebox at the other
and four darkeys in the middle his good friend Tom
Gilroy, who stayed behind to see that nobody stole
tho gubernatorial boom or ran off with Hughey's aspirations,has Just been laying himself out over in the
old City Hall la order to turn the Mayor's office into
a thing of beauty and a joy for several years.

Splendiferous Is the word.
GBEA.T THINGS IN AIIT.

Art is the word.art from Fifth avenue.high art.

Igh as the ceilings, all gleaming in creameries and
old.the very latest wrinkle In light mahogany furItire.beauty everywhere, from the plum colored oar«to the blue-white chandeliers of pure and frosted
rjstal.
Best of all, Tom Gilroy, who is a veritable Turk at

i bargain, says that the whole thing will co3t the city
a mere bagatelle.something like $<>,000 only. Comparedto the $17,000 which the great reform Mayor,
Hewitt, paid to a lordly plumber for ripping up the

pipes In the City Hall and then putting them back
again after scraping off the malaria, or pretending to
do so, which Is just as good, this Item certainly looks
very picayunish, and when the gorgeous results are

considered ha would be a very small and grumpy taxpayerwho raised a grumble against It.
A NEW COLUMBUS.

tVhen I think of the grand Ite.ian marriages which
will ba attracted to this beautiful and gay looking
shrine and the consequent increase in the population
of Mulberry street and other avenues fronting on our

of bronze and pit, and a wliole dairy of cream for the
small sum of $2,500.

Agreed! The contract was signed, the Acting
Mayor and the great American public were turned out
and sent up stairs for a while to keep house in the
Governor's room, and the decorators s.?.t to work.

It was when those artist men got at the ceiling
that the skill of those artist men shone irradiant.
They had blocks of some sort of stuff like terra cotta
which they hammered on in squares and circles, until
they had a lovely checker board effect, that beats the
panels of the famous Albany celling all hollow, and
not a bit of papier macho in It., and over this with
magic brush they smear?d beautiful coats of cream
colored paint, and graceful traceries of gilded lines.
The thing must be srcn to be appreciated. It is certainlycharming, ami I am going to ask the landlord
of my flat if he won't go and do likewise for the poet
reporter.

PLUMS AND PEACHES.
With ruthless hands the artist men tore up the old

snuffy carpet which for several years has been pressed
by the feet of the unwashed, and replaced It with a

plum colored prize of the looui, so thick and deep and
soft and springy that it makes the tootsies shout for

»- Joy when they press it.
In the middle of the celling, where a large square

oiflis has been left for th« purpose, a magnificent chandelier,with, oh! I doiv't know how many lights, has
been put up. It is all cut glass from end to end,
with ground glass globes, and pipes and stop cocks of
shimmering silver.

Magnificent new hangings will curtain the. windows
and odd richnoss and dignity to the apartment, and
the old pictures, regllded, will look as gay when
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groomought to look but never really does look outside
if novel and stage scenes and in the imaginations of
the untutored youth.

BEDS OF HOST EASE.
The new furniture is made of light mahogany earved

not too much for good effect, with leather upholstery
on the chairs and sofas, embossed with the arms of the
city. The only criticism which I can offer upon these
chairs and sofas is that they are so comfortable that
callers will lie tempted to sit still fuvl dally with the
Mayor's time. A few bent pins artistically worked
intxi some of the chair bottoms might, have a tendency
to expedite the public business. Suppose you look

' into this suggestion, Mr. Gilroy.
If the ideas of the Commissioner prevail the Mayor

will no longer have a desk, but will sit at a table on
the eastern sldo of the room, and receive his callers

I

the mayor's orn

Bay of Naples, I am perforce compelled to look ou
tlii'ss decorations in the Light of a fine Investment,

Kvery swarthy faced bridesmaid and l>?st man who
beholds its splendors will be seized witli a consuming
ambition, to be married there, and will rush forth Into
the outer world consumed with a wild and frenzied
desire to find a mate. The Mayor and. the Commonaltyrepresented by the members of the glorious Hoard
of Ald -rinen will do a land office business in the splicingway, and. twenty years or so hence when the harvestis counted and the sheaves made up perhaps there
wjll be enough additions to our worthy broom brigade
to keep the streets actually clean.

Christofo Colombo solved the problem of standing
an egg on end by breaking the shell, but it has taken
the genius of a Gilroy.peace attend his footsteps.to
discover that the true solution of the street denning
problem lay in building a cream and gold Mayor's
office with a plum co!o-ed carp°t.

it Led to suicide and madness.
It is three years since any attempt was made to

brighten up and adorn the parlor where our Chief Magistratereceives Ills official guests and transacts the
public business.
You all know the effect it had on Abram S. Hewitt.
L:. 4 III,.Ml! 1M»S 1KVH "'CI It" 1UO o.tuu fci...

position turned to buttermilk, and a nice, soda dlspositionedman made him Ixril up and run over in an
bwtant. Wedding couples came to the Mayor's office
radiant with youth and hope, and never failed to look
around for the hearse when they emerged from this
place of woe. It was dreadful.
Who wonders if the public business halted and the

iweet. bflls jangled? Who could expert good work
from the subway people, and the Tax Commissioners,
md the Board of Estimate and Apportionment, when
they were forced to do their conferring In the shadow
»f this mahogany? Can any good come out of such
l Galilee?

OTTR MAYOR'S BACHELORHOOD.
When Mayor Cirant came into office he felt the depressing,nay, the maddening inlluence of these surroundings.It is hinted in high and important, circlesthat the only thing which has kept him so long

fro-n entering the Mull>erry street state himself lias
b?en the depression in the lumbar regions caused by
the dark and forbidding background in which he lias
been compelled to pass the hours of each official day.
He has fought against It with might and main, but
though he has had youth and beauty on his side a.nd
has had unutterable loveliness waiting for him to but
say the word, the Influence has come out on top every
time, and has pursued him with fiendish malignity.

BUSINESSLIKE GILROY.
Great credit Is due to Street Commissioner Gilroy

for the way he has done this job. Hi< did not try
to foist some of his own raw ideas upon a suffering
public, but he went to a, man who turns out beauty
for a living and said to hiin:.
"See here. I want the Mayor's office decorated,

and I want It dono reasonable. See? It has got to
be a bang up job, and there ain't going to be any
stealing in it. Understand? It'll be worth while
for you to do a good job and an honest one, for the
very best men In the city go to the Mayor's office to
transact business, and the job will be an elegant, advertisementfor you. D'ye catch on?" a
The manufacturer of beauty said that he did, and,

^ after figuring awhile, he offered to do a grand piece of
decorative work, oelllrg. walls, and doors, with plenty

NEW TORI
from behind its breastworks. Two' handsome desks
for the secretary nnxl assistant secretary will be near
at hand, the former sitting so that the Mayor can
catch his ear with mouth or finger without leaving his
chair.

A WANA.MAKEH MYSTERY.
The Jong table for meetings of boards and committeeswill stand on the no.th side of the room, whe e

the table for newspaper lilcs formerly stoo 1, and there
will bo other marked ehangas in the situation of
things. All this, of eourso, is providing that the
Mayor gives his consent and pleasure to the proposad
arrangement.

Wliat artistic novelty Mr. GUroy win nnve m cap
line of cuspidors I cannot say, as he had not unfolded
the designs when X visited tho room. But I eir«ot
something real grand.something worthy of the surroundings,and quite in keeping with the dignity and
wealth of ft great city. Whether It would be batter
to have the spittoons In bronze, or in cream and gold,
or in pure gold alone is of course a serious question.
Hut I have no doubt that the artist men will settle It
to the satisfaction of connoisseurs and according to
the canons of the highest art.

FUTURE OF THE CORRESPONDENT.

THEOSOPBY AS A NEWS C ELECTING MEDIUM.
STRANGE NEWSPAPER PCSBIBILITIES.

The development of Theosophical research means

much from a journalistic standpoint.
For instance, in the seoand degree of the order,

as conferred by the masters in the recesses of the
Himalayas, it is permitted that members shall be
empowered to send their astral bodies travelling
through space at will and to see and hear all that
passes in this mundane world.

In the third degree a further power is attained,
manifestation of astral presence being considered
pOSSl DIG. J>OW lieruiu nco u, puaniuiu^."a/, mxuoabiiity.which,if the promises of tbe occulta be
admitted, must revolutionize the science of news
gathering.

APPLIED TO THE NEWSPAPER.
Let us suppose that ordinary mortals, among

tliem being the owners of newspapers, have recognizedand admit the powers of thiR mystic order.
What then? Foreign correspondents, war correpondents,commissioners of exploration will all
become things of the past- for, in the era of Theosophicsupremacy such agents will be unnecessary.
Kore is a model example of what may then exist

in the shape of a reliable news bureau. It is the
year 1900: the place, the central offlco of the news
bureau of the Theosophical Society of London.
This office is curiously constructed.

It consists of three, circular apartments, one
within the other.inversely representing the
three zones of auric force believed in by Theosophists.
The inner chamber (A) Is occupied by the editorin-chief,or "high master editor."
The next circle (B) is comprised of cells and

sleeping apartments for tha Theosophists engaged
in in a t)a«r hilvAAii.
And the third, or outer chamber (C), is devoted

to the telegraph operators.
Mr. Ahob. the master editor, is reclining upon a

luxurious lounge in his inner chamber. He has
just relieved oue of nis assistants. Suddenly a
clerk enters and says:.
"One thousand one hundred and thirty-two pa-

C3 BEDECOBATED.

pern desire instant news from the seat of war at
Ululu, in the South Polar Sea."
"Desire Mr. Singh.chamber 9.to come her#."
Exit clerk. Enter. Mr. Singh, whom the master

addresses:.
"Brothers, we require news from the South

Polar Sea trouble; go instantly." Instantly the
assistant plunges himself into the mesmeric condition,and in twenty-five minutes his astral body
has returned, and he dictates to the telegraph
operators the news from the seat of war. The
1,132 papers have the particulars in typo before the
participants in the struggle can realize what has
happened.

WAY IT WORKS.
Suddenly one of the assistant editors who has

charge of the chance department rushes] into the
master's room and cries

"Brother, I have just returned from anall round
the world astral examination. The peoples of
Europe and Asia, who have so recently declared
war, havo massed their forces, numbering over
sixty millions, upon the eastern slope of the Caucasus.They are already within one hundred
miles of eaeh other, and a few minutes ago the
l.O'JO ton guns began firing oxygen and assafcetida
shells."
The master springs to his feet and says:.'
"Awake five second degree assistant brothers at

once. i'ut tnem on 11 in consecutive ono nour
trances. We must describe every movement of the
conflict."
An d then the entire staff of telegraph operators are

put to work advising the newspaper world of the
great battle, and the astral bodies of the five assistantsvisit the Caucasus.
A few moments afterward a loud ringing is

heard in the office; it is from the special wire of

the Weather Bureau of the United States. They
asK tor a "forecast for one week, ending on June
10.exclusive."
The master becomes thoughtful and murmurs:.
"Brother Jamsei deciares that, coupling astronomicallyscientific ideas with his own astral observations,it must snow heavily along the Equatorial

line within twenty-four hours. The disturbances
must exceed tho limits of our auric zones." And
he mused again; but, suddenly remembering that
such special news was worth $1,000 a word, he
roused himself and said:.
"Summon a high master from the Himalayan

centre at Bahayda for superclairvoyant indicationsof weather zones and interruptions."
And, in a moment, all who were within the inner

ofiicebent th«ir heads reverently and said, in unison:.
"The high master approachetli. Let us prepare."
And in a little while the required information

was flashed to Washington.
FOR .TOUHNALS OF ALL SIZES.

As a matter ot fact, unless where interviews with
distant persons were required, tho weather news
was the most expensive kind dealt in by the TheosophicNews Bureau. Ordinary matter was very
cheaj). For install;©, a message is received that the
Hew York MiU requires a one hour trance report of
the meeting of the Chinese Conservator/ of Music
at Pekin. It is delivered to the master, who,
tqssing it aside, says dreamily:.

"Put a chela on this. A beginner will do,-'
"How different when a paper telegraphs, "Sond

us personal interview with and diagnosis of the
thoughts of the Emperor William on the Colorado
beetle question."
The master immediately springs to his feet.(this

news is worth $500 a word).call* a circle of brothersaround him and, assisted by their wills, he
precipitates himself into the hypersensitive conditionof astral manifestation.

INVOLUNTARY INTERVIEWING.
In a few moments his body becomes rigid, and

in about an hour he returns to consciousness. Ho
has been conversing with William and examining
the monarch's brain atoms. One hour later the
newspaper requiring the interview has the news
in print.
But it is useless to multiply examples. The news

subjects I have selected are of course extravagant,
and it may be also considered that, oven admitting
the theosophic premises, I have overdrawn the
possibilities of such a bureau. But Tlieosophical
students cannot allego that anything I have suggestedexceeds the powers claimed in their acceptedteachings.
The moral is simple. Foreign and war correspondentsand other'well paid gleaners of news

should either study Tlieosophy or kill off its devotees.
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EUROPE RESPONSIBLE
FOR THE M'KINLEY BILL.

Castelar's Broad and Philosophic
Views of ModernCommercialHistory.

AMERICA'S DESOLATING PROHIBITION.
i

The Land of Political Freedom Imitating
Effete Commercial Policies.

Much as I regret a state of things.I refer to ultra
protection In the United States.so opposed to the Interestsof humanity, whoso development should be the
aim of all free and cultured people, we must not lose
sight of the antecedent and actual circumstances
which explain, though they cannot Justify, such dangeroustendencies.
Of recent formation, especially If we compare the

date of Its constitution with those of other countries,
the Amercan nation had to contend with the opjjosltlon
of the mother country, from whose supremacy and
government It broke away gloriously and with great
effort.

K.ln<r on Industrial nnirnr r.t tlin Arc* nnlar

the United States.destined to succeed to and displace
the ancient dominntor as 'well as other like influences.foundthemselves obliged, by the magnitude of
their task and by the means employed to complete It.
to entirely cilt off colonial industry from the homa
trade.

In a condition inferior to English Industry on accountof the taxes to which It was subjected, it was

impossible that America should come to any understandingwith England, her mother before the war, a

cruel step-mother aftervrard. Consequently, as long
as the war and the work of organization lasted, Englandand America, in obedience to an unavoidable
law, wero opposed to one another in bitter strife.
New ideas abhor the old ideas from which they

have arisen; new institutions become the enemies of
those which they succeed; newly emancipated nations
revolt against tljie mother countries which have fosteredthem.
The Catholic Churoh, for example, was the offspring

of a union between Judaism and Hellenic paganism;
but from the very commencenient of its existence refusedto acknowledge its origin; the Universal Churoh
cursad alike its father and its mother. The nations
of Western Europe are Latin, in their language, in
their physique, and by their history, nevertheless, they
resisted to the utmost of their power the Itoman dominion,and broke away from Home in order to establishtheir independence.

AN ECONOMIC WAR.
The nation which gave the signal for autonomous

government in all the countries of America, and which
cut the political bonds between the old and the new
worlds, necessarily passed through similar pliases of
formation. Fearing that the industrial superiority
of England might bo dangerous to the political independenceof the newly emancipated colony, the United
States had recourse to every possible measure in order j
to protect their own industry. They enclosed themselvesby tariff laws in a quarantine as effectual and
as rigorous as that Imposed by public terror between
healthy countries and those afflicted by epldeinlcs. The
Custom House duties of America resulted iii an economicwar between the newly emancipated territory
ami, tjie mother country; and the efforts of the latter
were crowned with Iupvltal)ler.«K:ce8.s.

DEFENDING NEW AGAINST OLD ENGLAND.
But the separation between the United States and

the English monarchy being definite, and the English
nation being destined to adopt the political institutionsof the United States.since monarchy can never

K*i.i all >hn niw-a>11<oban

with a view to defend New England against Old England,and her constitution against the contagion of
miasmatic monarchy, are to-day unnecessary. '

But archaeological contradictions must disappear and
the cause of human progress imperatively requires nationsto urge on universal exchange, free trade, just
as cosmic heat compcls sidereal motion. Haying
in every sense of the word outgrown the age when
competition could be fatal to it, as well as the period
of economic contradictions, the new world lights
against Its own providential destiny and betrays its
office by aggravating, as It is now doing, Its protectionisttariff, converted by measures which are simply
odious Into desolating prohibition.

.My judgment being Quite unbiased, I am able to
make every allowance for the pretexts which contemporaryEurope has furnished for the action which
America has taken. It may seem Incredible, but le,
nevertheless true, that when the political reaction a
score of years ago.a Caesarian reaction.was weighingEurope dowh, we enjoyed in exchange great economicliberty on this side of the Atlantic. On such
a reactionary Power as Germany, dominated by the
old empire, Lltz sucoeeded In imposing tho redeeming
Zollvereln, and In patrician England and Imperial
France the illustrious Cobden succeeded in advancing
mercantile expansion through the medium of humanitariandoctrines.

EUROPE'S ECONOMIC RETROGRESSION.
But. now the Republic having replaced the Empire

in France, unity having ousted historic feudalism and
Austrian Oaesarisni In the German Empire, unity havingsucceeded to theocracy and the Bourbons in Italy,
tho emancipation of the serfs in Russia having reducedtho paralyzing tyranny of Muscovite land owners,the political movement of the whole world Is in
the direction of justice, whereas its economic movementIs a retrogradation toward barbarism. The rociallsttendencies of Bismarck, accompanied by his
reactionary tendencies In political economy, and the
intolerant protectionism of Thiers, coinciding with the
restoration of the Bourbons In Spain, determined this
retrogradation, In consequence of which industrial
products are locked up In the countries which produce
them, whereas they should bo allowed to circulate as
freely as do atoms, and to weave Into our International
economic relations a hatred of war which would lead
to the extermlnntfon of ruinous strife.

EUROPE CONTAMINATING AMERICA.
This pestilential economic reaction turned, its bnsiliskgaze toward America. The reactionists of Europecomparing the sterility of the Old World.explicableby the lassitude of the exhausted soil.with the

fertile virgin territories of America; comparing its
democratic Institutions, so fitted to enhance the yield
of lnl>or, with the monarchical Institutions of Europe,
so fitted to promote war; comparing our militiaism
with the happy and unarmed condition of America,
sounded an alarm cry. Far from counselling an

adaptation of our European manners to the model
exhibited to us by America, which was what the most
elementary good sen»> dictated, they proposed an odiousand (lopo'^+lnpr economic w.ir Hyitnst hor.

FREE TBADE BFTWEEN STATES.
Saxon America, In spite of her reactionary protectionism,was blessed with mercantile liberty from the

shores of the Atlantic to the shores of the Pacific.
Not. a shadow of a custom house darkened the horizonbetween New York and Han Francisco, whereas
the nations of Europe were engaged among themselves
in an exterminating mercantile war.
Sworn foes on their own continent they all united

In an opposition to the circulation of American products.liiey taxed American pork anil mlt meats;
they taxed American corn and American petroleum,
thus Inviting revenge and challenging meiisures of
reprisal. They expected to find it profitable to
make war, but the only fruit of their endeavor has
been their own complete economic impoverishment
and fV>ath In the fhee of their own products, like the
death of a man whose blood congeals and paralyzes
him. The economic war which they declared first
lietween themselves and then unitedly against America
has led to this result:-»-Tbe protection of the great
industrial and agricultural interests has been followed
by the protection of the workman, with all Its ills-
nstrous cons^inonees.

SOCIALISM PROTECTION'S TWIN. 1

Protection has Itronght in its wiiko a twin brother.
socialism. And as Europe ennnot possibly satisfy
the imperious and universal aspirations of socialism
which have been spread by the errors of systematic
protection, the governments of Europe are menaced by
an evil even more ruinous.If that he possible.than
protectionist economics or desolating socialism. I referto the lamentable consequences of colonial monop0'1"S.
Prance has quarrelled forever with Italy over Tunis:Germany has alienated the good will of England,

of Spain and of America by her protectorate over 'Ann- j
zlbar, by her attacks on the Caroline Islands and by
her assaults on the Samoan Is'amis: England has devouredthe Portuguese possessions with the voracity '

of a small fish eating large morsels; dexterous Italy 1

has scattered the treasure hoarded in her coffers and
wasted the precious biood of her veins in the deserts
of Libya.all in order to find occupation for Jho sur- j
I'-'" uniKWUl 1IM iinniBiruu "luot j
result tlinn an augmentation of desolation and woe.

Excessive armaments. Osarian empires, suffocating ;
protectionism nnd socialifau mingled with anarchy (
have almost ruined our radiant and fertile Europe. f

RESULT OF EUBOPF.'S EXAMFLF. ,
Wo lament the action of America, forgetting that

we Europeans gave the signal for it In nur continentaleconomic war, which preceded the intercontiuentilone now raging.
After the celebrated alliance of France nnd England

on.the Iwitt.lefiolds of the Orlmiea, directed against the
predon'liiflnco of Russian influence in the Enst. came
the liberal GoMen-Itouher Anglo-French commercial
treaty; an/% after the rupture on the banks of Hie
Nile consequent, to the Anglo-Eg.vptian occupation, beganthe war which to-day approaches Its climax in
the new tariff adopted by the American Republic.

While it was Bismarck's interest in 1866 to blind
Franc*, so as to persuade her to leave a free hand
against- Austria, he maintained in his public speeches
that, what was more important to him than territorialaggrandi7.ement, was the extension of the GermanicZollverein so as to embrace France, whose artisansare so superior to the Germans in the field of <
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nodern industry- By this means he decelvctl France,
>r rather, he deceived the empire. Not. content with
he conquest of two provinces, he imposed, besides,
conomic predominance in Uie terrible treaty of Frankort,by articles whoso letter and spirit should serve
o forcibly extend tho market for the industrial
iroducts of the German federation tiirouj;lu>tit #11 the
countries of Europe.
The elTorts which Alexander II., tho hist representativeof Western ideas in Russia, made to unite

hat semi-Aslatlc power to tho rest of Europe, were
lot only fruitless but have, moreover, been followed
>y a groat political reaction and by an equally great
fonomic reaction.
Contemporaneously with the unfortunate political

lonfllct which has arisen betweon Fro nee and Italy
mrged the economic war, so hurtful to both powers.
sach of which holds the other responsible.and so ln(ffcctualin the lesson which It teaches. As time
jasaes, tlio sad results of this conflict spread Instead
>f diminishing and ceasing.

SPAIN'S COMMERCIAL HISTOBY.
In Spain wo succeeded, during our last revolution,

n breaking down some of those Impregnable barriers
.vhicli isolated us from the world, not only in religion
md in science, but commercially. This step resulted
n a great amelioration of our trade and a correspondngincrease in our wealth. But the present resto

ationcame and we returned to our old ways and
shut ourselves up within ourselves to contrive treaties
ike thos^ of Germany, in which all our economic
progress was sacrificed to the maintenance of the molarciilcalreaction in Europe.of which the keystone is
o lie found in the German Empire. In vain was it
lemonstrated by a thousand facts that, if we Spanardsdeclared an economic war and that, in conscience,Great Britain would tax our Iron, our lead,
>ur raisins, our lemons and our oil; the United States
ax our tobacco, our sugar and our coffee, and France
etaliate on our wines, wa should have to assuruo the
ittltnde of mendicants toward those countries. Not-
withstanding this evident result the protectionist reictlonincreased and In its hopeless blindness 1ms
ironght, in Spain, the conservatives back to power and
msted the liberals*.

EUROPE'S ECONOMIC REACTION.
It may be frankly admitted that a desolating blast

>f economic reaction has shaken Europe from the city
>f Stockholm to the city of Cadiz. Even In England,
,ho inflexible supporter of free trade, there Is no gov;rnmentstrong enough to brave the privileged brewnginterest and to benefit morality and public health
>y removing the duty on our rich and health-giving
Spanish wines. The economic reaction in America
,vhich, in pursuance of its short-sighted i>olicy, has
sanctioned the ill-advised measures now in force, is a

nenacing danger; but we must not forget that in
Burope began the retrograiYition vhosa natural and
nsvitable consequences we have occasion to lament so

oudly to-day.
If the passing of the McKinley bill weighs upon tho

issues of Germany, upon the gloves and cloths of
uistria, upon tho embroideries and lace of Switzerland,
lpon the preserves and papers of Holland, upon the
'rults and marbles of Italy, upon the silks of France,
lpon the wines and sugar, upon the raisins and to>accoand even upon the Catalonian tissues of Spain.
lie culprit is Euroi>ean economic reaction which dedaredthe commercial war In Europe that lias led
:o the intercontinental war which to-day is striking
it every branch of Industry throughout the world.

DOES NOT EXCUSE AMERICA.
This fact, however, does not excuse the action of the

[Tnited States. Nations, like individuals, in propor:ionas they mount toward the highest summits of ilustriousrenown, assume an increased responsibility,
rhe nation within whose frontiers reign peace, 11b?rty,democracy, republicanism, progress and labor
nust not, beyond those frontiers, represent reaction,
ace enmity and the i-etrogradation of humanity. The
teoule who have chained the tempest and subjected the
ightning, who have fitted our vessels with the steam
>ngines which enable them to override nil waves and
o brave all winds, who have given to speech the speed
>f lightning, who have created the power of transnittingthe human voice over the whole surface of the
artlx by means of the miraculous telephone, who by
he aid of the magic strands of the telegraphic cable
>idden In the depths of the ocean have joined the most
listnnt lands, who have given the human race the benefitof the electric light, are compelled to forward the
auso of universal progress by the adoption of free laiorand free exchange. EMTLIO CASTELAIt.

THIS TRAMP WAS A TRUMP

n possession or a millionnaihe's mansion

and about to sell it out.

[BY TELEGtiAPH TO THE HEKALD. ]
Sckajiton. Pa., Feb. 14, 1891..The experience of a

ramp who tried to rob a Scranton mansion this
reek, and carried off its furniture and bric-a-brac
n broad daylight to the store of an auctioneer
nth whom he Btruck a bargain that was almost
consummated, is about as refreshing as anything
>ne meets outside the pages of fiction.
The scene of operations was the home of the late

Q xrhtoh noAimiaa ni»Rr1v ft

m a corner in the fashionable residence portion
>f the city. Mr. Pierce, who died some time ago,
vas a millionnaire banker of refined tastes, and
;hese were amply illustrated in the choice and
!08tly furniture of his elegant home. His widow
lied several months ago. Then the mansion was

slosed to await the pleasure of the New York heirs,
>f whom Clinton H. Wisner is one.
In the meantime the snow cams, and an observngtramp noticed the absence of foot prints going

to or from the door of the mansion. Then he
made inquiry and learned something of the historyof the place. About eight o'clock in the eveninghe walked up to the side door, turned the
knob and found that it yielded readily.

A HEAVENLY SLEEP.

A minute later he was in the handsome rarlor.He found that some one had attempted to
start a fire in the grate, but that it failed, and by a

little effort he set it going. Then he laid down on

the warm rug, curled himself up in front of the
:osey fire and was soon in the land of dreams,
rhe wildest flight of a shivering tramp's imaginationcould not picture anything more comfortible.
He awoke at dawn the next morning and was
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about him. Elaborate pictures looked out of
gorgeous frames, costly furniture in rich upholsteringappeared evL-rywhe<e, and the tramp had to
rub his eyes iu order to make sure that it was real.
After a careful study of the place it occurred to
him that he might readily turn some of the elegant
fu niture into cash. Accordingly he went down
town and hired a drayman for a dollar an hour,
took him to the Pierce mansion and carted off a
sideboard and other articles worth $500.

'lliese he conveyed to Strong's auction room.
There ho said his name was Pierce; lhat he was a
brother of the dead million u aire, and had just returnedfrom the West after running through a

large sum of money. He admitted with a sigh that
he had been brought to his urosent condition by
drink, but that his rich brother had not forgotten
him after all, as he had left him considerable
money and all the furniture in his late home.

GREAT BARGAINS.
The latter he proposed turning into cash, and he

would sell it to Auctioneer Strong at a bargain.
He asked $200 for the sideboard and other articles,
but finally agreed to sell them for $05, and took
Strong's check for that amount. Ho then said he
wanted to sell a bookcase ami some picturoa and
mirrors, and it was agreed that these should be
brought down after dinner.
Mr. Strong suggested that in the meantime it

would bo well it the quondam brother of Mr.
Pierce obtained a lottor from tno lawyer representingthe Pi-.rce es.ate setting forth his light to disposeof the propery. This he politely agreed to do.
At the same time the enterprising tramp began

to see tuat the situation was getting rather ticklish
and ho tried to cash the check Strong had given
him. Just as he was going into the bank ho met
Mr. Strong, and that gjntleman frankly told him
he did nut expect everything was all right, and
proposed that they go together to see W. (iibson
Jones, the attorney for the fierce estate. They
went to the attorney's office, but the latter was not
in. 'ibey walked to Strong's store, and while there
the shady furniture seller ottered Mr. Strong the
check He had given him and askod him to keep it
in his safe until next day.

OVEB THE REAR FENCE.
He had ascertained by this time that the auctioneer'ssuspicions had been aroused and resolved on

escaping. Accordingly, under pretence of looking
lor a urink.of water, he went into the back yard
and made a hasty exit over a convenient fence,
after which he took to his heels. He was closely
pursued, however, by Auctioneer Strong aud captured.
At police headquarters he admitted that ho was a

fraud, aud that his name was not Pierce, but WilliamMiller. He said that he was a native of Germanyand that his homo was in New York. Mayor
fellows, of this city, before whom Miller was
brought for a hearing, is a nephew of the late Mr.
Pierce, and the Chiof Magistrate was much amused
it the idea that the audacious tramp was his long
lost uncle. Miller himself seemed to enjoy tho
ioke.
Mr. Wi-ner was summoned from New York to

ippear against the prisoner, but tho tramp waived
i hearing and was committed to prison to await
trial at the next term of court. The tramp is oviJeutlya philosopher and somethiug of a reformer.
Ho had in his possession a document containing
the details of a colony which ha proposed to
"ound for women on Puget Sound.
Miller is particularly proud of his exploit in almoststripping the Pierce mansion, and says that

;von if he did fail he has succeoded in 6eenring a
shelter for himself at the Couutv Jail durincr the
ninter.

TAKES THE EDGE OFF.

[From the Boston Courier.]
Elder Goodman.In order, Mrs. Greyneck, to

lecure the greatest good from the hearing of the
sermon, you should, as a preparation, enjoy to the
jtmost the sweet, holy calm of the Sabbath mornn«.
Mrs. Greyneck -I feel just as vou do about that,

Slder Goodman, but when a woman has to get up
'our times to wake tQe hired girl, and then wash
;hree children that don't want to be washed, and
hen find her husband's nioilies which he always
juts in a different place, the swset, holy calm of
;he Sabbath morning has had considerable of its
sdge taken off.

je sheet.

HERCULEAN POWER
OF A FRAIL PHENOMENON.

A Girl of Ninety-six Pounds Accomplishes
Feats That Would Seem to Require
the Strength of a Horse.

scientists and laymen nonplussed.

illnltie Lee Pricc with One llnnd Easily Overpowers
Six Men, Discomfits a Pugilist

and Breaks a Hickory Slick.

Miss Mattlo Lee Price, who la giving exhibitions in
this city, is ono of those mysterious phenomena with
which Nature now and then puzzles the world.
That a girl not yet out of her teens, frail, and

weighing only ninety-six pounds, should, unaided, accomplishfeats that under ordinary circumstances
would require the strength of a horse, ssems incredible,but such convincing demonstrations of the
facts I am about to relate were furnished to me as to

preclude all possibility of optical illusion.
That thesa are facts, there cannot be a shadow of

a doubt. That those facts are mysterious la equally
certain. Scientists, physicians, journalists and laymenhave all In turn been puzzled by this girl's
power, and she herself says that it is even inexplicable

MISS MATTIE LEJS PltlCE.

to herself. A11 she has to do, she says, to accomplish
her feats Is to concentrate her mind on whatever she
desires to perform; and supplement the application of
her hands with a strong determination to succeed.
The only conditions under which she has failed, she
says, were when one of the "committees" she draws
from the audience was intoxicated or acted in such a

manner as to distract her attention from her work.
"For," she said to me, "if my mind is behind me

and my work in front of me I can do nothing."
Miss Price gave me three private seances, one on

the parquet floor, another in the basement where the
dressing rooms are located and another at my own

residence. Some of the implements I myself supplied,
and I am positive that deception was impossible.

I will simply here record the facts as I found them,
leaving their solution to scientist;! better versed in
physics and metaphysics, or to those necromancers for
whom nothing seems impossible.

LIFTING THREE' MEN WITH OPEN HANDS.

A feat that Miss Price performs with comparative
ease, is lifting three men aggregating some six hundred
pounds in weight. First, one man is placed on the

LIFTING THREE MEN* WITH OPEN HANDS.

chair, another is seated on his lap and a third placed
astraddle of the middle man. The ch/ilr is then tilted
backward, thus throwing the entire weight on the
chair and leaving only the toes of the first, mau touchingthe floor, while the feet of the others are in the
air. Miss Price then applies her open hands to the
sides of the chair at a point opposite the sjat, and afterstroking them for a few seconds, as though feeling
for the right spot, she says, mildly, "Ail right!" and
the six hundred pounds of humanity are lifted in the
air and sometimes sent sprawling pell mell on the
floor.
And this Is done by a girl weighing less than

one-sixth of the weight she lifts. She once lifted In
.Tim Geary's museum. Fort Wayne, Ind., three men
whose weight aggregated seven hundred and fifty-six
pounds.

OPPOSING TWO MEN'S STRENGTH.
I next saw Miss I'rioo hold the chair at arm's

length, placing her open hands under the seat. Two

iff
holding a chair at afm.s' length.

strong men were given tho most available positions
about the chair, and she resisted their combined effortsto fo:ve it down, although both their faces were
made to assume the hue of the head of the national
bird in their attempts to down the, little woman.

Then, placing her hands on top of the seat, die
pushed the chair down despite tho two men's efforts
10 prevent her.

Another remarkable trick done with a chair was

given, at my request, off the stag;'. I took nil ordinarycluilr, placed the seat against my breast., grasped
both sides tirmly and braced myself ati though I knew
I was about to come into collision with a "wildcat"locomotive. Miss Price simply applied her
thumb to the end of one of tho front legs of the chair.
In a few seconds hor hand began to tremble, her
thumb occasionally slipping off. I liegan to feel that
I had to do with a redoubtaMe opponent and applied
all my strength, but despite my efforts I felt myself
being pushed backward by that single thumb. IVhen
she suddenly took It off the chair I pitched forward.
I weigh twice as much as she does.

can't be pushed off one foot.
Miss Price next took my cajie and told mo to apply

one end to my right breast and grasp the middle of It
tirmly with both bands. Stan ling ou one foot and
applying her open hand to the other end of the cane,
she told me to push as hard as I could, saying I could
not, butlce her. Although I am not a politician and
have not much of a pull. I lay claim to considerable
push. X brought It all into play, but to my dismay
I could not push her off that foot.
While performing in Philadelphia some time ago

Miss Price had pitted against her in this feat "Fatty"
Langtry, the pugilist, who is a member of the Quaker
City Athletic Club, and weighs 308 pounds. It was
ludicrous to see the Hercules who could have lifted
the girl in the air with one hand fail In his efforts to
push her off one foot.

Miss Price afterward placed one hand; In "Fatty's"
two hands and dragged or pushed him all over the
stage until Uo cried, "Hold, enough!" and retired, dls-

I!
29

comfited and perspiriDg, amid the laughter of the audieiice.
WHAT SHE CAN DO WITH A STICK.

A stick lu the hands of a woman is always a thing
to be dreaded. Miss Price lias a stick about five
feet long with which I saw her master six strong men
in a very peculiar manner. With this stick she does
with six men what Lulu Hurst could not always do
with one. She places it horizontally; three men oi»
each side grasp it llrmly and are warned that thoy
will be driven all over the stage. She applies bt>r
open hand to one end of the stick and in a few seconds
the six men and the stick are jostled about in a lively
fashion and so shaken up that the men are soon glad
to desist and retire shaking their heads and smiling
bland]v. She also handled six men in, a similar man-
ner by simply holding their hands.

She afterward placed the stick perpendicularly and
let one man grasp the upper enil and another take
a firm hold of it at a point about level with his
breast. She then placed: her open hand longitudinally
at the lower end of the stick and told the men to
press it to the iloor if they could. Although X havo
seen this attempted three times by different men, I
havo never seen it accomplished. The stick will 1»
forced down until her lmnd comes in contact with
those of the man next to her, but no farther. I harve
investigated this l'eat so minutely that I am absolutely
certain it is not accomplished by means of trickery or
confederates.

SHATTERING A HICKOBY STICK.
Miss Price having told me that she could twist and

shatter a hickory stick about four i'eet long, one inch
in diameter at one end and one and a half inches att
tho other, provided it were held so liriuly as to afford
resistance, by simply laying tho palm of her hand on
the smaller end, I furnished her with such a stick
myself. I sat on a chair, placed one end of the stick
on the floor between my feet to steady it. Ono man
placed his hands near the lower end, another between
my knees, which I pressed firmly on his hands, and I
grasped the stick at a point within about a foot of tho
upper end. She then applied the palm of her hand on
tho extreme end. Presently that stick began to
swing around and wabble In such a way as to test
the full extent of our combined strength, till finally
one man released his hold. But the little woman
said sho was determined to shatter that stick if we
could only hold it.
Wo rccruited a stronger man than the one who had

given up the struggle, and the stick's ghost dance beganagain. My nose frequently seemed in danger,
but I was assured that it was sare. in aooui ten
seconds the stick began to twist and undergo such contortionsthat the sap (It being green wood) began to
ooze out of it, and a few seconds later it was snapped
as completely as though broken across one's knee.
Miss Price Immediately exhibited the palm of her hand
to show she had not applied any pressure to si>eak of.
The point of the stick had scarcely left a mark.

It is a strange fact that Miss Price performs all
these things without any apparent exertion. She
says it does not tax her physical strength in the least.
that she d6cs not have to use any. And, indeed, she
does not seem to have much to use.

SKETCH OF MISS PRICK.
Miss Mattle Ia'o Price is an attractive little woman.1

Her face denotes Intelligence and great energy. Her.
eyes are gray and piercing; her manners unassuming
though self-reliant. She was bom on a farm near
Dal ton, BartJett county. Ga.. and will bo twenty years
old on May 15 next. Her father Is George W. Price,
a cotton raiser. One-fourth of the blood that courses
through his veins is of Indian origin. Her mother is
is of German descent. She first became aware
of her abnormal power while at school when she, was
eleven years old. One day she and another girl began
to struggle for the possession of a rope. She over-,
came her antagonist with ease. Other* Joined her
opponent till five of them were pitted against her.
Yet she overpowered them all with one hand, dragging
them around as if they were so many feathers.

This came to the ears of her teacher, who apprised
her father and who in turn told many prominent people
of the child phenomenon. She was put "on the road"
and has since been giving exhibitions in the South and
West, Mexico and Canada. She is subject to epilepticfits, which she feels coming on and which las*
from fifteen minutes to ten and even fourteen hours.
While In such a. state she is apparently breathless,
and no medicine has ever had the slightest effect upon
her. When she recovers she is apparently none the
worso for It.

BLAME JOHN L. SULLIVAN.
*

________

A BOOTBLA CK's JOKE PLACES A NEWSPAPER
MAN IN AN AWKWABD POSITION.

Asa joker the New York bootblack takes prece-\
deuce over all other gamins of the street in the
city.
His pranks are of a rude order and are generally

played on his fellows. At times, however, they
absuib&'a'dignity beyond the ordinary sphere of
their perpetrators.
As a case in point, a newspaper man relates the

following:.A few days ago he had occasion to
cross the City Hall Park. While on his journey h«
was accosted by tho bootblack who usually whet
times were prosperous served him in his professionalcapacity.
The bootblack was playing craps with some of

his fellows, and paused long enough to say, "Shine
'em up, boss?"
"Yes," said the man as he glanced at his muddy,

shoes; "fire away and be quick about it."
The man squared his back against a tree box in

order to secure a support during the operation of
shoo shining; 'The gamin pulled out a ragged
strip of carpet for his knees and set about th«
task.
Now thero is nothing extraordinary about *

man having his shoes polished in the City Mail
Park, or in any other section of the city for that
matter. Neither was there anything peculiar about
the man, his dress or his muddy shoes. He was.
perhaps, a little above the average height, and
wore a smooth shaven face. His complexion was

pale, but that is not unusual among men who work
two-thirds of the night and sleep during one-third
of the day.

CENTRE OF ATTRACTION.
The moment he paused, however, to undergo the

rery prosaic operation of having his shoes shined
a crowd began to collect. The first contincen!
was formed of other bootblacks who had left ol
pitching pennies. Then a lot of newsboys witl
papers under their arms gathered around.
The bootblacks squatted on their boxes an<

formed a circle around the poor victim. The}
gazed alternately from his face to his shoes. Thej
whispered among themselves and to the newsboys.
The man Htood tho thing for a time well enough.

At last he became nervous. "What are these boys
looking at?" he asked of the polisher. 'Are they
trying to get points from you on shining?" he
added. The bootblack said never a. word but continuedhis work, his head bent low over his task.
The crowd increased in size. Xt was joined by

children on roller skates, and whoopers, match
boys, shoe string pedlers and Italians who sell
gilded plaster images. A few hackmea wandered
in rrom their Broadway stand.
A cold perspiration broke out all over the man.
"Can't vou drive them away?" he asked the boot-

black.
"iNaff," replied the gamin.
"Well, I can't stand this," remarked the ceutrt

of attraction. "Come with me over to Park place
and finish the job."
The newspaper man led the way, with one sho<

polished and tlio ether a dull black. The bootblack
picked up his traps, flung his box over his ahouK
der and failowed. Behind the latter came the motleycrew of urchins and pedlers.
Broadway was crowded with business men. They

pausod at seeing the unusual procession.
"What's the matter?' asked a stranger from

Babylon, L. 1.
"Oh, nothing," said another of the crowd. "It's

only a fellow trying to cheat a poor bootblack."
"He ought to be horsewhipped," remarked the

first speaker.
SAVED BY THE POLICE.

Fortun ately for the newspaper man the burly blue
coated form of a policeman ot the Broadway squad
hove in sight. He recognized the unfortunat*
moulder of public opinion and inquired the caust
of the row.
At the sight of the policeman a portion of th«

crowd scattered. The balance of them moved awaj'
rapidly and the bootblack completed his task ai
though nothing had happened.
After he had been paid he looked up into th«

face of the man who had just passed through th«
ordeal and said:."Say, boss, do yer want ter know
what was de matter?"
"Yes, I do," said the victim; "what was it?**
"Why, boss, it was just dis way. When I saw

yer comin' cross der Park I says to ae fellers, 'Say,
boys, here comes John L. Sullivan.he's shaved off
his mustache.' "

"And so that was the reason for that crowd of
tatterdemalions," said the man. "If you ever put
up a game like that again," be added, "I'll have
you arrested."

"I'd like ter see yer try it on," replied the urchinprovokingly, as he dashed back to the Paris
to resume the seductive game of craps.

THE ONE SHE SENT ME LAST YEAR.

r / -4 |^He.What did you think of the valentine I sent
you? ^
She.I think you kept It real clean,

j
'


